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Of the nearly 30 companies that are participating in the development of MTConnect, the
upcoming open standard for communicating manufacturing data, 14 are participating as
members of a Technical Advisory Group.

End-users as well as providers of advanced manufacturing technology are represented
in the TAG, says AMT--The Association for Manufacturing Technology, the trade group
that is behind the project. MTConnect will be unveiled for its public demonstration at
the AMT-sponsored International Manufacturing Technology Show, which opens in
Chicago Sept. 8th.

Voting members of the MTConnect advisory group are MAG Americas; Fanuc Robotics
America, Inc.; Advanced Production Systems, representing 1/Gear Software; Digital
Testing Laboratory, representing Mori Seiki; Remmele Engineering, Inc.; GE Aviation:;

Advanced Assembly & Testing; TechSolve, Inc.; and GE Fanuc Automation Americas,
Inc.

Observer members of the group are Bosch Rexroth Corp.; Siemens, General Motors
Corp.; and Okuma Corp.

Paul Warndorf, VP for technology at AMT, reports that the MTCTAG members are
reviewing the draft standard, which is in the final stages of preparation. They!'ll
determine when the norm is ready to be promulgated as Version 1.0. At this point,
Draft Standard Version 0.9.10 can be downloaded at www.mtconnect. org for review.

MTConnect got its start at the beginning of 2007 when the AMT board of directors
authorized seed money to develop a set of protocols by which "intelligent" pieces of
factory equipment could communicate with each other (see M.I.R., 2/9/07). The intent
is that the open, royalty-free standard will allow third-party providers to develop
software and hardware to make the entire manufacturing enterprise more productive.

AMT president John B. Byrd III notes that his association has already invested more
than $1-million to support the MTConnect effort. He says that he's "pleased that AMT
could play a role in helping develop this new open manufacturing standard, and we look
forward to seeing how our industry uses MTConnect to innovate and create the next
great leap in manufacturing."

MTConnect, ¢/AMT, McLean, Va. 703-893-2900.
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